
Brazil	  in	  …BRICS	  	  



Brics	  in	  good	  and	  ..brics	  in	  bad	  



	  “….	  O	  Brasil	  è	  o	  pais	  do	  futuro	  !”	  
	  “….	  Brazil	  is	  the	  country	  of	  the	  future!”	  

…common propaganda motto heard 
by our generation from 50’s and 60’s 

when we were kids… 



Back	  to	  60’s	  &	  70’s:	  	  
Brazil	  was	  a	  developing	  country,	  facing	  a	  high	  internaKonal	  debt	  	  
(Brasilia	  construcKon	  was	  very	  expensive)	  	  
deploying	  massive	  investment	  in	  motorways	  inspite	  of	  petrol	  worldwide	  crisis;	  	  
downgrading	  periodically	  local	  currency	  to	  equilibrate	  exports	  x	  imports	  balance	  

…when I was a teenager, my opinion 
was: we have social tensions, much 

robbery, we don’t feel secure because 
majority of people are poor… 

…I thought: if we managed to let poor classes emerge (basic school 
for all, learning a technical skill during middle school or high school) 

and support them to become middle class (cit. John Kenneth 
Galbraith),  then people won’t need to rob anylonger, nor highjacking 

rich people in order to live… 



1979	  –	  Amnisty	  to	  all	  exiled	  poliKcians,	  aVer	  60’s	  prosecuKons	  
1984	  –	  “Movimento	  Diretas	  Jà”	  fails,	  more	  6	  years	  unKl	  democraKc	  vote	  
1990	  –	  first	  direct	  Republic	  President	  elecKons	  	  
1992	  –	  first	  impeachment	  to	  President,	  vice-‐president	  takes	  over	  
1994	  –	  Plano	  Real	  finally	  kills	  the	  inflaKon,	  aVer	  6	  zeroes	  of	  currency	  
downzing	  in	  10	  years	  

…after I have graduated from PII in 1988 (by the way thanks to Carlos 
Baradello’s network), I got a job in Roma and moved to Italy… 

 Nevertheless I continue following Brazil’s evolution 9000km away, and 
kept on voting for President’s elections at Brazilian Consulate in Roma 

……from 1979 until 2014, I have observed 
how my country evolved: 



AVer	  90’s	  and	  2000:	  Brazil	  has	  stabilized	  as	  fast	  developing	  naKon,	  
developed	  many	  sectors	  of	  own	  economy,	  has	  diversified	  internal	  market	  
and	  consolidated	  an	  internaKonal	  posiKon	  as	  trusted	  partner.	  Economic	  
strokes	  and	  hyperinflaKon	  have	  been	  controlled	  and	  removed	  aVer	  16	  years	  
of	  progressive	  cure	  (internal	  austerity	  and	  some	  social	  promoKon	  of	  poor	  
class	  and	  middle	  class	  –	  Programa	  Fome	  Zero);	  Brazil	  joined	  B.R.I.C.S	  !!!	  

…after 16 years of socio-democrats  and 
laburists, I was eager ☺ to  see some social 

progress: more social peace, less 
aggressiveness,  less robbery on the streets,  

etc… 

…Yet despite all the good news, Brazil faces many 
challenges, including rampant crime and corruption… 

It was too naive thinking that economic steady conditions 
(including help emerging low and poor classes with credit, 

school and  “cesta basica”) would be enough to achieve more 
social peace, and  to feel safer on the streets…. " 
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http://www.centralrondonia.com.br/noticias/ler/id/13264 
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Although Brazil is part of BRICS, we 
have unique characteristics that differ 

form other BRICS members; 

On the other hand, our historical 
evolution has some common elements 

to our neighbors in South America… 
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Although Brazil lived many transformations in XIXth century, 
many emancipation movements leading to new Republics 

happened before to our neighbors in South America. 

Brazil was the latest country in Modern Age to abolish 
slavery  and one of latest in South America to exile the King 

and to choose to be a Republic 

We’ve had neither San Martín, nor Bolìvar. Brazil’s young 
monarchy was very much linked to Portugal kingdom for 67 

years after official independence in 1822  
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Although Brazil lived many transformations in XIXth century, 
many emancipation movements leading to new Republics 

happened before to our neighbors in South America. 

Brazil was the latest country in Modern Age to abolish 
slavery (1888) and one of latest in South America to exile 

the King and to choose to be a Republic (1889) 

We’ve had neither San Martín, nor Bolìvar. Brazil’s young 
monarchy was very much linked to Portugal kingdom for 67 

years after official independence in 1822  
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Brazil is composed of afro-brazilian ethnic social layers,  steady 
European population (Iberian early colonizers and later XIX 
immigration from Italy, Asia, middle east nations, the latest 

during so-called Coffee Golden age). 
Afro-brazilian culture has been only recently rediscovered, 

respected and accepted as our cultural “DNA”.  
It is too early to achieve a social welfare and consequent social 

peace since it takes decades/generations to achieve social 
catharsis… 
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Source: http://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composi%C3%A7%C3%A3o_
%C3%A9tnica_do_Brasil  



Brics	  in	  good….	   Fast follower  (internet, eCommerce) 

A young nation, founded by immigrants who paved 

the way to globalization 

Vocation in nature 

(amazon forest) 
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•  From	  first	  flying	  pioneers	  
–  Alberto	  Santos	  Dumont	  

•  Up	  to	  visionary	  people	  who	  
understood	  the	  importance	  of	  
airplane	  ,	  given	  Brazil’s	  huge	  
dimensions	  .	  

•  hCp://www.aeitaonline.com.br/wiki/index.php?
Itle=Casimiro_Montenegro_Filho	  

Pearl of Brazilian Talent: Brazil long ago had 
a vocation and developed the passion “To Fly” 
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•  …leading	  	  to	  FoundaIon	  of	  
AeronauIcs	  Engineering	  school	  in	  
S	  J	  Campos,	  in	  1950	  	  (ITA)	  

1900-1950: Brazil found own industrial 
vocation and developed the passion “To Fly” 
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Despite taking a bit long to “emancipate” from 
colonial way, we had our own industrial “Air”-
revolution, and wrote a page of aeronautic 
history (Embraer Historical Center) 
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..and have created a successful 
aeronautic competence center, our own 
“silicon valley” :  O Vale do Rio Paraiba 
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Today, after removing barriers to Brazil 
evolution, our nation is showing its real 
personality, previously hidden for many 
reasons. 

Brasil faces challenges like integration between social classes, 
who live in constant tension (poor and rich, white and black, 

forest indians and urban-population, etc…) 

Cultural development is a mix of factors, which economy is 
only one aspect;  Brazil faces obesity of old and young, and 

struggles to educate in a decent way so huge population  



Conclusions	  

Brazil is overcoming several burdens of the past: decreasing 
poverty, fighting for macroeconomic stability were just a 

couple of them; other invisible barriers are rising, cultural 
maturity is one of them, social pacification in a must for 

decreasing violence and social hatred.  

Finding its role in international globalized trade, through our 
“vocation to fly” for instance, together with cultural respect for 
population layers, soccer and carnival, will help Brazilians find 

their own modern identity, a bit European-like, a bit african-
like, a bit Indigenous-Nature-like.  

The mix of these cultural DNA’s makes us indeed unique. 
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Muito	  obrigado	  
Thank	  you	  
Gracias	  


